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WHAT IS DACA AND WHAT IS CHANGING?

• DACA is a federal rule which protects certain undocumented immigrants 
from being deported.

• These immigrants came to the U.S. as children.
• DACA recipients can work and attend school.
• DACA status must be renewed every two years.
• DACA individuals are currently eligible for state-funded Medicaid 

and Child Health Plus, if they are otherwise eligible.

Beginning August 1, 2024, individuals who are recipients 
of DACA, will be able to enroll in Essential Plan (EP) coverage 
up to 250% of the FPL.
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Existing DACA Recipients 
with Medicaid in NY State of Health
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In late July, DACA recipients who were enrolled in Medicaid through NY State of 
Health, were automatically transitioned into Essential Plan (EP) 3 or 4 with the same 
insurer, and no action is needed. These consumers should have already received 
notices, emails, and text reminders.

• A small number of consumers who are enrolled in a Fidelis Medicaid Managed Care Plan in Clinton County 
will need to select a new plan or, if they do not select a new plan, one will be auto-assigned for them. This is 
because Fidelis does not offer an Essential Plan product option in Clinton county.

Consumers moving from Medicaid to EP can review the EP Benefits and Cost 
Sharing Grid resource here.

EXISTING DACA RECIPIENTS WITH MEDICAID 
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https://info.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/sites/default/files/Attachment%20G%20-%20EP%20Benefits%20and%20Cost-Sharing_Revised%206%2020%202023.pdf
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SAMPLE EMAIL
CONSUMER IS AUTO-ENROLLED IN THE SAME PLAN

NY State of Health

NY State of Health

Text messages were able to be sent depending on 
the consumer’s preferred language preference in 
the following languages:

• English
• Spanish
• Chinese
• Korean

Emails were sent in English and Spanish.
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SAMPLE EMAIL
CONSUMER NEEDS TO CHOOSE A NEW PLAN

NY State of Health

NY State of Health

Text messages were able to be sent depending on 
the consumer’s preferred language preference in 
the following languages:

• English
• Spanish
• Chinese
• Korean

Emails were sent in English and Spanish.



• Consumers who are DACA and who are pregnant or are in their post partum 
period and are enrolled in Medicaid, will remain in Medicaid until the end of their 
12-month post-partum period and will be re-evaluated upon renewal.
o These consumers will receive a renewal at the end of the 12-month postpartum period, and 

may become eligible for EP, if otherwise eligible.

• Consumers who are DACA and enrolled in Medicaid and receiving long term care 
services will not transition to EP and will stay enrolled in Medicaid.

• Consumers who are DACA and enrolled in Medicaid and eligible for Minimum 
Essential Coverage (MEC) will not transition to EP and will stay enrolled in 
Medicaid.

• As a reminder, some children may remain eligible for Medicaid or Child Health 
Plus because they are ineligible for EP due to their age.

DACA ENROLLEES WHO WILL NOT TRANSITION TO EP

7



Existing DACA Recipients 
with No Coverage in NY State of Health
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DACA recipients who are newly eligible for the Essential Plan (EP) program will be 
able to enroll on or after August 1, 2024.

• DACA consumers who are pregnant and apply in NY State of Health for the first 
time (who do not already have coverage in NY State of Health), with income up to 
223% FPL will be eligible for Medicaid if otherwise eligible.  

o Starting in August, if the pregnant DACA consumer has income between 223% and 250% of 
the FPL they will be eligible for EP, if otherwise eligible.

• Remember, EP coverage begins retroactively, back to the first of the month that 
the consumer enrolls in or is auto assigned an EP plan.

DACA RECIPIENTS WITH NO COVERAGE



Completing the NY State of Health 
Application
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IMMIGRATION STATUS

A consumer who has DACA status, should be marked as 

“Immigrant Non-Citizen”
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DOCUMENTATION

Individuals who are DACA recipients may present with the following documents.

Immigration Document with EAD code C33.
I-797 Notice of Action.
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COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

Immigration Document with EAD code C33.
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COMPLETING THE APPLICATION

After choosing “Other”’ from the “Document Type” drop down, you are not 
required to enter in any numbers on the screenshot and may proceed and 
complete the application for the consumer.

These consumers will likely need to upload their I-797 to verify their 
immigration status.

I-797 Notice of Action
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DACA Eligibility in Other 
NY State of Health Programs
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DACA ELIGIBILITY FOR OTHER PROGRAMS
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Qualified Health Plans
Starting November 1, 2024, DACA recipients will be considered lawfully 
present for Qualified Health Plan (QHP) eligibility. This change applies to 
all QHP eligibility with or without financial assistance.
• We will provide more information on how and when to help a DACA consumer who 

is eligible to enroll in a QHP later this year.  



DACA ELIGIBILITY FOR OTHER PROGRAMS
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Medicaid and Child Health Plus
NYS already provides coverage to DACA recipients who otherwise meet eligibility 
requirements for Medicaid and Child Health Plus.

• As previously mentioned, pregnant consumers who currently have Medicaid or 
Medicaid postpartum coverage in NY State of Health will remain in Medicaid until 
the end of their 12-month post-partum period and will be re-evaluated upon 
renewal.

• For DACA consumers who are pregnant and apply in NY State of Health for the 
first time, these consumers are eligible for Medicaid up to 223% FPL.

• Children will remain eligible for Medicaid or Child Health Plus due to their age.



Resources for Assistors and 
Consumers
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DACA DOCUMENTS Q & A

Question: 
If a consumer tells their Assistor that they had or have DACA status, but their 
documentation is not current, how should the Assistor proceed?

Answer:
If a consumer presents as a DACA with expired documents, they should still be 
marked as “Immigrant Non-Citizen” so that their immigration documents and document 
numbers can be reviewed.  
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FACT SHEET FOR CONSUMERS

NY State of Health has also created a Fast Fact Sheet for DACA Recipients on this change.  

• Assistors should review and print and/or share as needed. 
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https://info.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/sites/default/files/DACA_Essential%20Plan%20Consumer%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf


The New York State Office for New Americans (ONA) can help! ONA provides free services to all immigrants 
through its statewide network of community-based service providers:

• 1-800-566-7636
• Newamericans@dos.ny.gov

RESOURCE FOR CONSUMERS
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mailto:Newamericans@dos.ny.gov
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QUESTIONS?
• If you have any questions about this information, please send us an email at: 

Eligibility.Training.Support@health.ny.gov. 

• If you have questions about a particular consumer’s eligibility and enrollment, please send the 
details, on an encrypted account review template to Assistor.Cases@health.ny.gov.

mailto:Eligibility.Training.Support@health.ny.gov
mailto:Assistor.Cases@health.ny.gov


RECERTIFICATION PROCESS

• This pre-recorded webinar is included in the 2024 Assistor recertification Training Requirements

• All Assistors and Assistor Oversight Managers who are registered or completed the online 
Assistor Certification Training by 10/31/2024 will be required to view the recertification webinars. 
The material included in each webinar is a supplement to what was provided during the initial 
online course.

o https://info.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/SpringTraining 

• Keep track of the date you watched the live webinar or the video for each of this year’s 
recertification webinars.

• Provide your dates to your supervisor so they can complete the Recertification Report.
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https://info.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/SpringTraining


THANK YOU FOR JOINING US
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